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ODS Graphics Designer  
A Gateway to Quick, Effective Data Visualisation 



Introduction 

 Importance of ODS Graphics Designer 

Words of caution 

Objectives 

Types of Graphs available 

“Geography” of the Designer 

How to design and build basic graphs 

Developing more complex data visualisations 

Enhancements and “extras” you can use 



Geography of the Designer 

Where is it? 

%SGDESIGN; 



Geography cont’d 



Types of Graphs Available 



Basic Graphs 

From a “how-to” perspective, these 5 types of 

graphs are the more basic ones 

Can become more complex depending on the 

options selected but can also be very easy to create 

For all Graphs, you can either click on the Graph 

Gallery or if you’ve already opened a new 

workspace, click and drag the desired graph type 

from the Elements menu on the left 
 



Basic Graphs – Scatter plots 





Basic Plots – Series plots  





Basic Plots - Histograms 





Basic Plots – Box plots 





Advanced Graphs 

With the advanced graphs, you are able to 

accomplish fairly detailed outputs with the same 

amount of effort as in the previous ones 

(Effort<>Understanding!) 

For rudimentary slides for preliminary analyses, 

quick preparation for meetings, or for a draft copy 

of a manuscript, these would be more than 

sufficient and much faster than writing the code 
 

 



Advanced graphs – Survival Analysis 





Advanced graphs – Regular Matrix 





Advanced Graphs – Data Lattice 





Other Totally Awesome Graphs 



Enhancing your ODS Project 

A huge number of options, features, and 

tweaks you can use  

Examples will be using a Bar Chart to 

highlight these enhancements 
 









Summary 

 ODS Graphics Designer is an effective, reliable and easy 

way to quickly produce graphs 

 An abundance of features, options and “extras” that can 

be used to further enhance the graphs 

 Not as easy as Graph’n’Go, but with that added level of 

complexity comes a wider range of visualisations, better 

outputs, and brings us into the newer version of SAS  

 Generates GTL and PROC TEMPLATE in the 

background, allowing for easy reproducibility, learning 

new ways to do graphs, and exploring these two 

components of SAS 
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